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Livestream on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@fpcfulton

Sunday, March 8, 2026: The Third Sunday in Lent(Year A)

Liturgical Color: Purple

Usher Captain: Graham McCaulley

Greeter: Whitney McCaulley

Acolyte: Laney McCaulley

Live Stream/Sound: Shaun Speers & Tim Wilkerson

Slide Management: Shirley Dixon

Liturgist: Judy McKinnon

Worship Leader: Rev. Carol Pierson

Scripture Reading 1: Deuteronomy 6:13-14

Scripture Reading 2:Matthew 4:1-11

From the Hymnal This Week

Hymn of Praise--# 611--"Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee"

Hymn of Petition--# 471--"O Lord, Hear My Prayer"

Hymn of Response--# 41--"O Worship the King All Glorious Above"

Hymn of Sending--# 166--"Lord, Throughout These Forty Days"

~~~~~~~

Additional Scripture Readings for Sunday, March 8, 2026.

The Third Sunday in Lent (Year A).

First Reading -Exodus 17:1-7

Psalm - Psalm 95

Second Reading -Romans 5:1-11

Gospel - John 4:5-42

https://www.youtube.com/@FPCFulton


Join the Inquirer's Gathering on Sunday March 8th!

There will be a special Inquirer's Gathering during the Fellowship

Luncheon immediately after worship on Sunday, March 8. This

meeting is for all interested in learning more about, or making a

membership commitment, to First Presbyterian Church. Pastor

Carol invites you to fill your plate in the Fellowship Hall and then

join her in the church library for discussion and sharing.

Adult Sunday School at 9:30 am in the FPC Library!

Adult Sunday School meets each Sunday morning in the church

library at 9:30 am.

During Lent, our Sunday School focus will follow the 2026 Presbyterian Outlook devotional

Discipleship in a Divided Age: A Lenten Journey through Matthew’s Gospel, an exploration of living

faithfully amid division and uncertainty written by Teri McDowell Ott.

All are welcome to join!

Children's Sunday School: Foundations in Practice!



The Children and Youth Sunday School meets on a hybrid schedule.

On the First and Fifth Sundays of the month, the children will stay in

the larger worship service with the congregation. In this way, the

children will become familiar with the prayers, songs, and

sacraments we practice each week. The first Sunday being our Communion Sunday is especially

good for this exposure. On the fifth Sunday, Pastor Carol intends to construct a special student-

friendly service that will allow them to be more actively involved.

On the Second, Third, and Fourth Sundays of the month, the children will go out to Sunday School

immediately after the Children's Moment as before. During Sunday School, they will learn and

practice weekly the special prayers, songs, and Passing of the Peace we use in the larger worship

service. In addition, we will be using the Growing in God's Love Story Bible for core lessons.

Our Foundational Element for the month of March will be from the Growing in God's Love Study

Bible and Family Devotional.

Westminster College students be serving as our Children's Sunday School Teaching Team during

the pull-out sesions again semester. We are so grateful to have the God-given talents of these

young adults at work in our congregation!

Confirmation Class for Students in Grades 5-9 !

This year we have enough children who are in grades 5-9 to

present a formal Confirmation Class. Whitney McCaulley is our

leader for this 16-week series using the Theoacademy

Confirmation curriculum.

The Confirmation Class will meet again on: Sunday, March 8, 2026!

The Rock - A Christian Education Experience for Middle

& High School Students!

The Rock is a safe, inclusive space for youth in the Fulton area to

explore the Christian faith. We meet at 715 Nichols St. every

Sunday evening 6:00-7:30 pm during the school year. All are invited!

Here is an important announcement from your team at The Rock.

Parking - Please be aware that the parking lot across the street

from the Rock building will no longer be accessible for any

reason. The old Methodist Church building has been

purchased, and the buyer has made it clear that we should not use their lot for any reason.

Please use the parking on the side of the Rock building or the Baptist Church lots.

Dwelling in the Word!

The Wednesday Morning Bible study group resumes this week!

This class returned on January 21st for a ten-week study called

"Words of Love: A Healing Journey with the Ten Commandments"

by Rev. Dr. Eugenia Gamble

All are Welcome to Join in the Discussion!



Now in Session! Join the Winter Wednesday Evening

Bible Study!

Participants will meet each Wednesday evening for this 6-week

examination of Donald L. Griggs book The Bible from Scratch: The

New Testament for Beginners.

We'll take turns providing a crockpot of soup or other hot dish for a

light meal as Pastor Carol leads us through an examination of the

books of the New Testament.

The New Testament for Beginners

February 4 - March 25 @ 5:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Find Out More by Contacting Rev. Carol Pierson at

pastorcarol@fultonpresbyterian.org

Women of Faith Group Meets Every 2nd Saturday!

Take a short break from Saturday morning chores to be with

friends. This newly-formed group especially for women will gather

in the church library at 10:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of each

month to enjoy an hour of fellowship, Bible study, and discussion

of outreach projects.

Next Meeting is Saturday, March 14, 2026!

Snacks will be provided; please bring your own beverage. Contact

Mary Powers (314-277-5440) with questions

Lenten Devotional Booklet Ready for Download or

Pick-Up

An Introduction to Presbyterian Outlook's 2026 Lenten Devotional

Discipleship in a Divided Age, A Journey through Matthew's

Gospel. In this thought provoking work, Rev. Terri McDowell Ott

explores living faithfully amid division and uncertainty.

~~~~

The Gospel of Matthew feels strikingly contemporary. Matthew’s

first audience was seeking

a faithful path in a turbulent, confusing time. Scholars believe this early church was young and

fragile, formed of Jewish followers of Jesus who had recently left—or been pushed out of—their

synagogues. Tensions were high, beliefs deeply rooted, divisions painful. Matthew’s Gospel

includes harsh rhetoric about Jews that should never be removed from context or applied to all

Jews; it reflects the heartbreak of a community in conflict and the sharp feelings that arise when

good people disagree on matters of deep conviction. This church also lived in a diverse urban

setting, sharing space with Gentiles — people they had long been taught to avoid. Into this setting



Matthew proclaims a kingdom breaking in — a way of life grounded in humility, compassion, and

courage.

As we walk through Matthew during Lent, we too are invited to follow Jesus on the narrow path,

confront our own divisions, and seek God’s kingdom amid today’s fractures.

To download a printable copy of the entire Lenten Devotional: Discipleship in a Divided Age, go to:

https://bit.ly/4rQ5gGD

There are also a limited number of hard copy booklets in the lobby available for pick up.

Week 4: Jesus Calls Us to the Margins

Day 19:

Matthew 8:2-4

Focus Verse: Matthew 8:2-3 - And there was a man with a skin

disease who came to him

and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make

me clean.” He stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I am

willing. Be made clean!” Immediately his skin

disease was cleansed.

This passage offers the first of three healing stories in Matthew, chapter 8. Each features

someone who lives on the edge of society: a leper, a Gentile slave and a woman. Each story

shows Jesus reaching across boundaries – religious, cultural and gendered – to restore life

where others have drawn lines.

Leprosy in Jesus’ day meant more than a skin disease. It carried the weight of moral

suspicion. People believed leprosy was a punishment for sin. People with leprosy were cast

out, were made to live apart and were required to shout “Unclean!” if anyone came near. To

touch one was to risk both infection and ritual defilement. The law of Moses warned that

anyone who touched an unclean person became unclean themselves (Leviticus 5:1-3).

But Jesus touches him anyway. In that single gesture, Jesus not only heals a disease but

also shatters stigma. He fulfills, not abolishes, the intent of the law. As Jesus says in Matthew

5:17, the heart of God’s law is restoration: to bring people back into right relationship with

one another and with God. The miracle here is physical, yes, but it’s also social and spiritual.

The leper is made whole, both in body and in belonging.

People all around us live on society’s edges: the unhoused on our streets, the Dalits of

India, the millions incarcerated in America. Jesus’ ministry doesn’t keep these people at the

margins; he moves straight toward them. And his work isn’t a side project or a short-term

mission trip. It’s the ongoing priority of God’s kingdom. If we are to follow Jesus, then we

must center these people on our path of discipleship.

Reflection: Who today lives on the margins of your community? How might you, in word or action,

reach across boundaries to restore relationship and dignity in Christ’s name?

Prayer: Healing God, you reach across every line we draw and touch what we fear to

touch. Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and indifference. Lead us to the margins

where you already dwell, and make us instruments of your restoring love. Amen.

https://bit.ly/47iIbVj

https://bit.ly/4rQ5gGD
https://bit.ly/47iIbVj


Congregational Meeting Set for This Sunday - March

8th!

Called Congregational Meeting Notice!

On Sunday, March 8th there will also be a very short Called

Congregational meeting immediately following the worship

service, in the sanctuary. Session voted to call the meeting for the

purpose of electing the 2026 Nominating Committee, who will be nominated from the floor, and

composed of: Tim Wilkerson (chair and serving elder), Mary Osburn, and Joe Davis with ex officio

members Ramona Dobson (clerk) and Carol Pierson (pastor)...if the way be clear. Other

nominations for the committee can also be made from the floor.

Missouri Union Presbytery Prayer Circle

March Prayer Circle

Lord of heaven and earth,

We rejoice that you have called us to be your beloved children

and have gathered us together in this time and place as a part

of Missouri Union Presbytery. You have given us good work

to do together and have nourished us with your word. We

know you are about the work of sustaining us by calling

leaders to come and work with us, to speak your word from our pulpits, to listen well and to

hold our hands as we serve you, as we live into the life you have given and learn to thrive. We

trust you. We believe in you. We love you. Amen.



One Great Hour of Sharing is Collected Feb. 18 - April 5!

The 2026 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a

Lenten initiative, specifically held from February 18 to April 5, 2026, focused on sharing Christ's

love by supporting disaster relief, hunger projects, and self-development programs. It is the largest,

oldest, and most popular special offering in the PC(USA). Funds are used for Presbyterian Disaster

https://www.google.com/search?q=One+Great+Hour+of+Sharing+%28OGHS%29&sca_esv=b4f17e21de27e003&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS1103US1103&ei=MdCPaf-pHLW3wN4Pn_zwqQw&ved=2ahUKEwjdwbTo6teSAxUA4MkDHRbhGhQQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=one+great+hour+of+sharing+2026+pc+usa&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJW9uZSBncmVhdCBob3VyIG9mIHNoYXJpbmcgMjAyNiBwYyB1c2EyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUjuNVDeF1jsM3ACeACQAQCYAbUBoAGPCKoBAzYuNLgBA8gBAPgBAZgCC6ACjAjCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBcICBRAAGIAEwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiiBBiJBcICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYgAQYogTCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCJIHAzUuNqAHyTmyBwMzLja4B_0HwgcGMC4xLjEwyAcvgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfDzmSmoOyoMMPxpV8T0oC9lIk40nXk8ELNBCfK6uxmC9ZluCj_kkaCLEqXrQqd2r6JdoAFIpX0pcw1Qjis9H_LpR-gkHsTWUv5KHC04Hx2AxHlGLHM0o_eIr53J2G5yNdM&csui=3


Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-

Development of People.

Please place donations in the collection plate on Sunday mornings or send them by mail to:

First Presbyterian Church of Fulton -OGHS

PO Box 6037

Fulton, MO 65251

FILLING THE LITTLE RED WAGON ....

Each Sunday our Young Disciples collect food in the little red

wagon for donation to the SERVE, Inc. food pantry.

During the winter season, there is a special need for high protein

donations such as canned or pouched meats and fish (like tuna,

salmon, and chicken), peanut butter and other nut butters, and

canned or dried beans and lentils. Other excellent options are nuts and seeds, canned stews or

chili, and shelf-stable powdered or shelf-stable milk alternatives.

If you choose to make a monetary donation instead, just make a check out to FPC with the words

"SERVE Food Pantry" in the memo line. You can hand it to one of the young disciples as they

collect food or drop it in the collection plate in the Narthex or at the Lobby door of the Sanctuary.

LET'S FILL THE WAGON EACH WEEK!

Baby Grace has Exciting News!

Exciting News!

Baby Grace is now a partner agency with the Capital City Diaper

Bank. This partnership with Capital City Diaper Bank will provide diapers monthly to help



supplement our ministry.

The diapers come pre-packaged and labeled by size. This partnership will help lessen the time

volunteers spent packaging diapers, which took a great deal of time. This time can now be spent

on sorting donations which, for some parents is as important as diapers and wipes. It will also

help stretch the generous donations received by this congregation and others in the community. If

you would like to support Baby Grace, we need volunteers. There is a sign-up list on the mission

table where you can indicate what types of things need to be done. Come by any third Friday of the

month to see what happens!

The Next Baby Grace Open House is on

Friday, March 20th from 2-4 pm!

Moser's Receipts & Best Choice Labels: Winning Combo for Building Fund!

Your Dedication is Showing!

Saving your Moser's Discount Food receipts and the labels from Best Choice food items has

resulted in adding money to our Building Fund.

Please bring the whole receipt tape to church and place them in the collection can located in the

lobby

In addition, Best Choice labels are also being collected for the Best Choice Label Project. BUT, to

redeem your collections for $$, we must have the whole UPC code on the label. Take a look at the

samples here for reference.

Every label or register tape you turn in adds up!

(Please be sure your receipts are no older than one year old

when you submit them for redemption.)

Thanks for bringing YOURS to church on Sunday!

What is an Earth Care Congregation?

The First Presbyterian Church is a certified Earth Care

Congregation by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Presbyterian

Hunger Program. The Earth Care Congregation certification is

designed to recognize churches that make the commitment to

take seriously God’s charge to “till and keep” the garden.

Earth Care Congregations exist as strong community partners in

their own areas as well as models for Presbyterian congregations

across the country. One of the goals of this program is to inspire

churches to care for God’s earth in a holistic way, through integrating earth care into all aspects of

their church life. It is the intention that the earth care ethic becomes ingrained in a congregation’s

culture, spreads to the surrounding community, and impacts the personal lives of individual church

members.

Obtaining this status speaks to the serious commitment that Fulton First Presbyterian has made

to care for God’s earth.

For more information on the Earth Care Congregations program visit

www.pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations.

Tread Gently: A Daily Calendar to Help Us "Serve and Preserve."



As people of faith, we seek to “serve and preserve” God’s world.

However, some of our collective choices have led to a changing

global climate. To turn this tide, we must commit to treading lightly

on God’s Earth. Lent is the time to reflect on Christ’s ministry,

death, and resurrection. We slow down, take time, and examine our

internal spiritual lives and the way we live out our Christian faith in

the world around us. The Presbyterian Hunger Program

accompanies people as they move towards sustainable choices

that restore and protect all of God’s children and creation. We hope

that this Lenten calendar will be the beginning of actions intended to create more mindful

behaviors throughout the year.

To download a printable copy of the Tread Lightly for Lent 2026 calendar, go to:

https://bit.ly/4aBuTUU

News About a Native Plant Sale at Runge Nature Center!

Grow Native! will hold a native plant sale on Saturday, March 28, 2026 at the Runge Conservation

Nature Center, 330 Commerce Dr., Jefferson City, MO 65109 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Native plants beautify landscapes and help support songbirds and other cherished wildlife. A wide

variety of native wildflowers, grasses, shrubs, trees, vines, and sedges from Grow Native!

professional members will be available for purchase at this sale. Some vendors accept cash,

check, or credit cards; some only cash or checks.

Vendors: Gaylena’s Garden, Grindstone Wildflowers, Missouri Wildflowers Nursery, Ozark Soul, and

Prairie Hill Farm.

Shoppers can stroll through the sale and purchase plants from each vendor; each vendor must be

paid separately. “Early birds” who arrive prior to 10 a.m. will be asked to wait until the advertised

start time to begin browsing product selections and making purchases.

Shoppers can also pre-order plants and have their orders ready for pick up at the event. Find pre-

order details and more on our event webpage here: https://grownative.org/event/jefferson-city-

native-plant-sale-runge-conservation-nature-center-2/

https://bit.ly/4aBuTUU
https://grownative.org/event/jefferson-city-native-plant-sale-runge-conservation-nature-center-2/
https://grownative.org/event/jefferson-city-native-plant-sale-runge-conservation-nature-center-2/


Church Fellowship Luncheon THIS Sunday!

Sunday, March 8th there will be a church luncheon after the

worship service, which will be held in Fellowship Hall. Ham and

drinks will be provided. Please bring a dish or two to share.



Thank Yous Are Timeless...

This months, our Thanks go to:

The many volunteers who work in our Baby Grace Ministries to

provide for young families.

The parents who rally to support their children as they learn and

grow in their own faith formation, and to the extended family

members who support their efforts by providing everything from

pats on the back to snacks and rides!

To our Tech Support teams who provide us the ability to reach out to those who cannot attend

church in person through out livestream service: Shaun Speers, Shirley Dixon, Graham

McCaulley, Tim Wilkerson, Mary Osburn, Whitney McCaulley, and Ramona Dobson.

If you would like to nominate an individual or group to recognize and thank in future newsletters,

please send an e-mail to: communications@fultonpresbyterian.org .

We'll publish the Thank Yous are Timeless corner monthly on the last Friday of the month.

Central Missouri Community Action is kicking off our 2026 Community Needs

Assessment!

Please help CMCA determine needs in our community by completing the survey listed below.

Click on the image, use the QR Code, or go to:



https://questionpro.com/t/ATzzKZ8DPl

https://questionpro.com/t/ATzzKZ8DPl
https://questionpro.com/t/ATzzKZ8DPl




Do You Have a Prayer Request to the Congregational

Care Committee!

If you have a prayer concern, you have several ways to let us know.

You can click on the "Prayer Concerns" tab at the top of our

website and the link will email our Congregational Care Chair, after

you fill in the information. Arlys Kremer is the chair of

Congregational Care. You can call Arlys or email her (preferred method). There is also a link to the

Congregational Care Committee (found under contacts) on our church website.

Arlys Kremer: 573-864-6120 or congregationalcare@fpcfulton.org

Cargiver Support Group Meets Every Third Thursday!

The Fulton Caregiver Support Group meets monthly on the third

Tuesday from 11:00 am until noon at the First Presbyterian Church,

718 Court Street. Caregivers of persons with Alzheimer’s disease

or other dementias are welcome to share concerns with each

other, learn about the disease and support one another. Find

comfort and reassurance about feelings of guilt, frustration, and

fear. Learn more about Alzheimer's disease and related dementias

and make new friends. You are not alone in this journey.

mailto:congregationalcare@fpcfulton.org


Join us at our next meeting on March17, 2026

Facilitators are: Rhonda Cundiff 573-826-1050 and Lois Long 573-642-3691

To download an informational brochure about AMI's efforts

to create a Missouri Dementia Service Coordinator go to:

https://bit.ly/4qMBCBu

Wearing Your Nametag = Wearing Your Welcome!

At First Presbyterian Church of Fulton, we believe in creating a

space where everyone feels known, seen, and loved. One small

way to do that? Wearing your nametag!

💬 It helps visitors feel more at ease.

🤝 It fosters connection and conversation.

❤️ It reminds us we’re all part of God’s family—by name!

So this Sunday, grab your nametag and help make our church a

little warmer, one name at a time. See you at 10:30 a.m.!

#FPCFulton #NameByName #ChurchFamily #Matthew25Church #WelcomeOneAnother #FPCMo

https://bit.ly/4qMBCBu


Giving & Contact Information-Pastor's Office Hours!

NOTICE OF PASTOR'S VACATION: Pastor Carol will be on vacation March 15-23. In case of

emergency, please contact one of the Elders using the contacts found below.

The Church Office May Be Contacted in the Following Ways...

Street Address: 718 Court St, Fulton, MO, United States, Missouri

USPS Address: PO Box 6037, Fulton, MO, 65251

Telephone: +1 573-642-5541

E-mail: communications@fultonpresbyterian.org

Instagram: fpc_fulton

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@FPCFulton

Website: fpcfulton.org

Rev. Carol Pierson's Regular Office Hours Are:

Monday - Thursday 9:00 am to Noon

Contact Pastor Carol by phone at: 573- 273-8738 (if no answer, please leave call-back information)

Contact Pastor Carol by e-mail at: pastorcarol@fultonpresbyterian.org

Please Join Us for Worship Each Sunday Morning at 10:30 am.

COVID-19 Safety Protocols by the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Fulton.

The wearing of masks when entering the church building is optional. All other COVID-19 Safety

Protocols remain in place. This includes the observance of social distance, using disposable

Communion elements, and no contact collection of the offering. Our church COVID-19 Safety

Protocols extend to all church activities.

How Can I Give?

Checks for pledges and offerings, and documents are normally hand-delivered on Sunday mornings

by dropping them in the collection plate located at each door of the Sanctuary. Otherwise, if you

are unavailable to attend church, any of these items can be mailed to:

First Presbyterian Church

P.O. Box 6037, Fulton, MO 65251

mailto:communications@fultonpresbyterian.org
https://www.instagram.com/fpc_fulton?fbclid=IwAR0NmbbVFs-a2egDfXX9Yckj3sPNNFI5z1bTYgcjyio8thk2MAwN9CbqZuA_aem_AZoxLo5cPkUr3HSU2PmDZqSMlQnIXI-7HVcPL3s8J9Lg3TV-B4mm2DinysfqJMADZwLxqSZWC3zw1WDUMsZ6jNc6
https://www.youtube.com/@FPCFulton
http://www.fpcfulton.org/?fbclid=IwAR3fngS4_1iXz8CfmkQIoIz5tfSvA6zYAN23QBZS0QLNq22610Xj5fkROr4_aem_AZqiXs4qKG_Ag_2MGzGFi1MpwdMeZcrBznlHeLYMkxA70n_bS8_s54GJ5nqlit7-4XA2YV0k_-11J5F0K6_d0Zuf
mailto:pastorcarol@fultonpresbyterian.org


If you prefer online giving, use our new GIVE+ Online giving system through the website or the

GIVE+ Mobile app.

How to Contact Our Committees!

Our committees Gmail accounts that can be used to email them suggestions, concerns, and

thanks. The addresses are:

Session Clerk, Elder Ramona Dobson, "clerk@fpcfulton.org”

Administration Committee, Elder Graham McCaulley, "administration@fpcfulton.org"

Christian Education Committee, Elder Mary Van Orden, "communications@fpcfulton.org"

Mission Committee, Elder Tim Wilkerson, "mission@fpcfulton.org”

Congregational Care Committee, Elder Arlys Kremer, "pastoralcare@fpcfulton.org”

Property Committee, Elder Shaun Speers, "property@fpcfulton.org”

Worship Committee, Elder Shirley Dixon, "worship@fpcfulton.org"

Communications, Elder Mary Van Orden, "communications@fpcfulton.org"

Welcome to Our Church!

First Presbyterian Church is located at 718 Court Street in historic

downtown Fulton, Missouri. Worship services are held each

Sunday morning. For more information, go to: www.fpcfulton.org

or find us on Facebook or on Twitter @FPCFulton.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel:

youtube.com/@fpcfulton

Email: communications@fpcfulton.org

Website: fpcfulton.org

Location: 718 Court Street, Fulton, MO, USA

Phone: 573-642-5541

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FPCFulton

Twitter: @FPCFulton

Mary Van Orden
Mary is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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